Eskridge Family News
152 Pine Creek Drive
Hampton, VA 23669-1244
L e t t e r

S P E C I A L P O I N T S
O F I N T E R E S T :
•

•

The 2019 Annual Meeting
will be held the weekend of
October 4-6 in historic
Fredericksburg VA
If you have not paid your
membership dues, please
send the $15 payment to:
Ann Campbell
2311 Dolfield Dr
Richmond VA 23235

•

Children, grandchildren,
births, marriages, divorces,
deaths—we would love to
have your latest information to include in the
Historical Archives.

f r o m

o u r

August
2019

P r e s i d e n t

Dear EFA Cousins and friends,
IT IS REUNION TIME!!
We are gathering in Fredericksburg, VA, October 4-6, 2019. We are reminded that Mary Ball
was under the guardianship of Colonel George Eskridge and to celebrate, we will visit the
house that she lived in during her later years. We also plan to visit Ferry Farm. This is where
George Washington grew up. If he did indeed chop down a cherry tree, it was here. If he
threw a coin (not a silver dollar) across the river, it was here. George also received Ferry Farm
and 10 slaves as an inheritance at the age of 21.
While it is not on our agenda, you may also want to visit the Mary Ball Washington Monument where The Eskridge Family Association planted a tree, now known as the Eskridge Oak.
A marker telling about the tree is on the site.
Our headquarters hotel is the Wingate by Wyndham – right off I 95. I hope you are making
plans to come to our meeting/reunion in Fredericksburg where we can share what we have
learned and explore together what is waiting for us still to learn!
ALSO – we would welcome any of you who would be willing to serve EFA as an officer,
assistant officer, shepherd or otherwise help out in whatever way you feel comfortable. Contact me if you
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have an interest.
Sincerely,

Carolyn
Carolyn Knight
President

Remember to keep your
information up-to-date.
Please send changes or
corrections of personal
information of family lineage to:

Carolyn Knight
152 Pine Creek Drive
Hampton, VA 23669-1244
E-mail: crknight@cox.net
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from your treasurer
Have you thought about giving an EFA Membership to a family member for their birthday or holiday gift? Also
commemorative gifts are beneficial to our association and currently to the “Eskridge Oak” protection fund as
featured in the March 2019 newsletter. The revised registration form includes our e-mail, website address and
social media accounts. Your membership expiration date is on your return address label. If no date appears, we
would be grateful if you would generously begin paying your dues in 2019. Any questions about your dues or if
you need to update your mailing address please contact: Ann Campbell: eskridgefamilyassociation@gmail.com or
804-272-6543 and leave a voicemail. Hope to see you in Virginia this October!

REUNION HEADQUARTERS 2019
WINGATE by WYNDHAM
20 Sanford Drive
Fredericksburg VA 22406
Tel 540-368-8000 and mention special rates
Code: EFAMASSOC
NOTE SPECIAL RATES ONLY UNTIL
SEPTEMBER 4TH SO BOOK NOW!!!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th
7:00 to 9 PM — gather in the hotel meeting room for snacks and drinks — examine the family books
Meet your cousins
SATURDAY OCTOBER 5th
Meeting will be at the hotel
10:00 am Business meeting
10:45am - Program – The Eskridge Oak / Eskridge Research – English and other
11:30 am ish — box lunch served
1:00 pm – tour of Mary Washington House – where George Washington’s mother lived in the later
years of her life (1200 Charles Street)
2:30 pm — 5:00 tour of Ferry Farm – the home and farm where George Washington spent much of his
childhood. George Washington inherited the farm and 10 slaves when he turned 21 (268 Kings Highway)
5:30 pm/ 5:45 pm dinner at The Alpine Chef — a wonderful, longtime eatery set in a historic train station serving tantalizing German staples amid Bavarian décor (200 Lafayette Blvd)
After dinner, you may use the meeting room at the hotel for gathering or looking at books until 10
SUNDAY OCTOBER 7th
On your own — may want to attend church services at Yeocomico and see where the Col lived
It is homecoming Sunday and special events are planned.
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ATTENTION DESCENDANTS OF
RICHARD 3 ESKRIDGE
We are deeply involved in an upgrade/
rewrite of the Richard 3 book. It is a massive undertaking that has not been done in
many years.

DEATHS

We would appreciate any information or
updates you would like to share with us.
We are particularly interested in those
things that have happened since the 1940
census.

Beeler Carlisle 10 Eskridge — 16 April 1927-5
November 2018 — Raleigh NC (Geo 3 Wm 2)

If you have already sent it — thanks!! If
you need to — send to
Harry Eskridge
6627 Summer Darby Ln
Charlotte, NC 28270

NEW MEMBERS
Michael Bialka
Ian(Janelle) Eskridge
Zach (Vivian) Eskridge
Deborah Taylor
Daryl (Constance) Brace

George 3
Rich 3
Rich 3
Eliz Kenner 3

Barbara Eskridge Lind
Susan Shea
Susan E Hamburg
Elsie Payne
Michael Bialka
Larry Eskridge
Daryl Brace
Mary O Levesque
James C Eskridge
Randy Verett
Carolyn Eskridge Warren
Ann G Campbell
Joseph D Eskridge

Or email: jhe1947@aol.com

$25.00 in memory of Ira E Eskridge RADM (USCG)
$20.00 E Stan Eskridge History Fund in memory of
Mrs. Mary West
$20.00
$30.00
$35.00
$55.00 E Stan Eskridge History Fund
$5.00 website fund — in memory of Lula Mae &
Clarence Eskridge
$25.00
$20.00
$50.00 Eskridge Oak & Monument Protection Fund
$25.00 E Stan Eskridge History Fund
$10.00
$85.00 Eskridge Oak & Monument Protection Fund
$50.00 Eskridge Oak & Monument Protection Fund in
Honor of Ellen Eskridge Groseclose
$100.00 Eskridge Oak & Monument Protection Fund
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GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH REPORT — March 2019
Through the generosity of Coz Stan and Bren Eskridge and others, we contracted with Heritage Consulting in Salt Lake City UT to do another round of research for us hoping to find more definitive
information about Col George Eskridge and his origins. . What follows is a summary of the results.

1. An attempt to find information about George Eskridge as a student of law “ in English records”. These records often provide an age for the student as well as the name of father and
place of residence.
Conclusions — Family history and the records of early Virginia prove that Col. George
Eskridge was an attorney of some repute. He served as a legal representative for both the King
and Queen of England. His name is found as legal representative on numerous Virginia documents. So, there is little doubt, that he was an attorney.
But, how and where did he study law? Our researcher indicates that “in early England, most
students of the law studied at four ‘Inns of Court’, . . . ‘The Inner Temple’, ‘The Middle Temple’ ‘Lincoln’s Inn’ and ‘Gray’s Inn’. Some graduates of Cambridge and Oxford eventually
studied law.”
In his search of the records of the “Inns of Court” for lists of students in the study of law from
1650-1795, there were NO Eskridges or similar listed. From the list of Oxford University
alumni, he found Christopher Eskrigge of Westmoreland (England) who was there in the
early 1620’s
From the list of Cambridge University alumni, there was a Robert Eskrigg admitted in March
of 1674/75
So, Col George Eskridge does not seem to have gotten his law education at the schools in England. Where then?
In addition, a person could study law by serving an apprenticeship with a practicing attorney for several years and pass an examination. This seems the most likely course for Col George, but
who did he apprentice with??
There is also a slight possibility that he studied law in Scotland
since he had other ties there.
And, that might be worth further research.
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2. Early Virginia records, as well as family traditions and stories were reviewed in an attempt to
better estimate the birth date of Col George Eskridge. Additional information was also
sought concerning George’s early life in Virginia.
Results — our researcher points to the discrepancy in the ages of Col George’s children — Particularly
William 2 and George 2. Even our records have indicated that William 2 was born about 1680. We
have no idea where that date came from. It is noted that William 2 married Abigaile Colbourne, possibly in Somerset Co MD and about 1720.
AND ON 28 March 1716, George Eskridge and his son William Eskridge witnessed a document —
and as our researcher points out — you had to be 21 to witness any legal document . “These 2 things
indicate a probable birth date of about 1693/94.”
AT THIS POINT, THE RESEARCH BEGINS TO CITE A TROUBLING STORY POSTED BY
ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IN THE RED DIRT WRITERS — “ A Legend about how George
Washington got his name”. It is just that, it is a well written story, based very loosely on fact some
real, some stretched, and plausible conclusions. Like most good fiction, it makes you feel as if the
story is real — but in this case, it is NOT real. Unfortunately, this professional genealogist took the
information to be mostly real and that skewed his report to us.

But the best part of this part of the report is his estimate of William 2’s birth
3. In conjunction with the research of Col George in Virginia, we asked for additional information about Sarah Eskridge, wife of William Carr, and Rebecca Bonum, first wife of Col
George Eskridge.
Results — Evidence in Virginia records indicate that William Carr, the husband of Sarah Eskridge, appears in Virginia as early as 1695. (about the time the Col
George first appears. William Carr was a blacksmith. In
his will dated 13 January 1703/1704, he stated that his
“friends and neighbors, Mr Danl McCarty and Mr George
Eskridge are to be trustees and guardians.
As our reacher points out, William Carr did not call
George Eskridge his brother-in-law, but only a friend and
neighbor. So this leaves the relationship unclear.
BUT, IN A 25/26 January 1691/1692 document, Samuel Bonum and his wife, Margaret of the parish
of Coucomoco in Cople Parish, Westmoreland County, Virginia, sold 370 acres of land to John Baker.
This land was adjacent to the land of William Carr, and had been patented to Thomas Philpott as early
as 1652. This document proves that the wife of Samuel Bonum was indeed Margaret Philpott. In addition, this document proves that Samuel Bonum and William Carr were living adjacent to each other,
AND other documents indicate that Col George Eskridge lived next to Samuel Bonum. This MAY add
strength to the argument that Sarah Eskridge, wife of William Carr, was probably a sister or close
cousin to Col George Eskridge.
The conclusion — Samuel Bonum married Margaret Philpott, the widow of William Bacon sometime
between 1657-1660. AND daughter Rebecca married Col George Eskridge about 1691-1693

RESEARCH REPORT (CONT.)
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4. Search the parish registers in and around Gressingham and Over Kellet, Lancashire, England
was conducted. The purpose of this search was to find additional clues concerning the early
Eskridge/Eskrigge/Escrigg family which lived there.
Why? Because Mrs West in her History of the Eskridge Family seemed to feel that this might be the place for the roots of the
family and we have spent YEARS trying to prove it. We have no idea why here, but others have been led to the same conclusion. Our researcher did a thorough search of the records and particularly cites The Phillimore Atlas and
Index of Parish Registers. He looked at the Parish of Over Kellet where records begin in 1648. In this
record, he cites the earliest Eskridge Baptism listed was for George Eskridge who was the son of George
and Elizabeth Eskridge.. He was baptized on 30 September 1655. This is the George Eskridge who is
often cited as being our Col George Eskridge.
BUTTTTTT — George the father was buried in ENGLAND 5 February 1684 and George (the junior)
was buried — also in ENGLAND on 7 July 1715. This is conclusive evidence that the George Eskridge
— son of George and Elizabeth that was baptized on 30 September 1655 and is often listed on Ancestry.com sites as being Col George is in fact NOT OUR GEORGE!!! So as you see this listing on any
site — please try to correct the owners of that tree. It is not correct! The good result of the research
was the presence of a number of Eskridge, Esrigge, Eckridge, Eyskrigge, Eskrigg and other variations in
and around Over Kellet and environs.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Traditional genealogical research has not helped to establish Col George Eskridge’s roots in England. It may be time to shift
our focus. Our researcher recommends:
1.

We have had some success with DNA. He recommends using Y DNA to try to establish some “hits” among Eskridge,
Eskrigge and others in England. We have a small but reliable YDNA project already established. We could try to find
relatives of the Reverend John B Eskrigge who is mentioned in Mrs West’s book. We know that he never married, but he
had 3 brothers. If we could contact Eskrigge relatives of these men, and convince them to take Y DNA tests, it might
provide welcome results. OR, if not them, perhaps other Eskrigges in England? We could perhaps begin channeling
some of our research funds to help defray the costs of the tests for others

2.

Another approach is to do a more through investigation of Thomas Mackie of Scotland. He was a friend of Col George
and had business and perhaps personal connections. Could he lead us to better information on the Col and again, perhaps,
his law education?

3.

He also recommended a third approach: to do further research on Thomas Crutcher — who according to the Red Dirt
Story was the lawyer in Westmoreland Co VA with whom George Eskridge lived for 2 years before returning to England
to finish his studies. This one is a dead end — Col George did not live with Crutcher and there is no indication that
Crutcher was a lawyer

LIDAR — WHAT??
LIDAR is a neat 3D map making technology that works a bit like radar and a bit like sonar. It uses laser beams to
build a real-time map of the streets where a self driving car is trying to navigate or to help a robot in a manufacturing
plant to function on the factory floor.

It can be used to create a map — a 3 D map — that helps lay out what may not be visable to the naked eye. I have seen
it being used on “reality shows” to hunt buried treasure or find lost cities.
From the news: “Hidden Kingdoms of the Ancient Maya revealed in a 3-D Laser Map” NY Times—27 Sept 2018
“Lost Roman Roads could be found as Environment Agency Laser Scans whole of England — Telegraph 30 Dec 2017
“Indy goes Geek: Laser mapping Helps Archaeologists” Wired 12 March 2012

SO WHAT?
Could EFA use Lidar technology to map Sandy Point in search of . . . ???
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Have you ever driven down US 74 just west of Shelby NC and seen a small sign pointing to Eskridge Grove
Missionary Baptist Church and wondered . . .???? I have — and I had even driven by the church a time or
two because I travel that road with some regularity. Because of it’s proximity to the farm of Richard 3
Eskridge, I had assumed (wrongly) that the land may have been given by a family member.
The church is a predominately African American church that was established in 1890 by a group of mostly
former slaves that included Starlin Wilson and his wife Carolina as well as Julious and Betty Eskridge.
When Starlin Wilson’s wife died he asked Streeter Harrill for a place to bury her. A plot in the present
church cemetery was provided. Betty Eskridge, a former slave of the Harrills, married Julious Eskridge and
according to the church, the church was named for them. There is a distinct possibility that the land was
purchased from Hamilton Eskridge and not Streeter Harrill — but more research needs to be done.
In 1893, the first frame church was built, and then, in 1913 and again about 1938 the church was enlarged.
In 1950, the present brick structure was completed. The church continued to grow and expand. But construction of the new Shelby Bypass began to make things difficult for the church so by mid 2017, the church
began meeting in Graham Elementary School on Sunday mornings. And in September 2017, they sold 36
acres of their land to a local paper manufacturing plant, and purchased 15 acres down the road for a new
church site. The paper company is helping to grade the new site. The old cemetery will remain and possibly
expand.

Maybe EFA can help with research on Hamilton Eskridge — it is not Hamilton/Hambleton 5 Eskridge son of
Richard 4 — he was too early but . . . It is certainly a family name!!

Information from the church website and Shelby Star articles
From time to time we run across an interesting cousin or spouse — thought you would enjoy the story of Joe Elsby Martin Sr — spouse of Christine 10 Fentress (Lucian 9 Nick C 8 Lanc 7 and Eliz 7
John 6 Mary F 5 Sgt Geo 4 Geo 3 Geo 2 Geo 1) born 1 February 1916 CO; died 14 September 1996
Louisville, Jefferson Co KY — FAG 9517454
He was the boxing trainer for 2 world heavyweight boxing champions — Muhammad Ali and Jimmy Ellis. He also trained 11 National Golden Gloves champions. He was on the Louisville Police
Depart. from 1937 until 1974. In 1954, he began
coaching world champion Muhammad Ali, who at
that time was only 12 and known as Cassius Clay.
Cassius was mad because someone had stolen his
bike and wanted to “whoop” them. Joe offered to
teach him to box and continued to guide his career
for 6 years Ali maintained contact with Joe until his
death. Info provided by Perry Ryan on Find-AGrave

2019 EFA REUNION

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND THE 2019 REUNION
OCTOBER 4, 5 and 6
WINGATE BY WYNDHAM
20 SANFORD DRIVE
FREDERICKSBURG VA 22406
540-368-8000 — code EFAMASSOC
SPECIAL RATE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 4TH !!! — BOOK NOW!!

Eskridge Family Association
Carolyn Knight
152 Pine Creek Dr
Hampton, VA 23669-1244
E Mail: crknight@cox.net

Your Living History...

