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It will soon be time for our Annual Meeting of the Eskridge Family Association. It will be
held September 29 – October 1, 2017. Located in Williamsburg, Virginia, we will be in the
heart of the Historic Triangle: Jamestown, Williamsburg and Yorktown.
Our meetings and some meals will be in the Fairfield Inn and Suites. We hope you will plan to
arrive on Friday evening to meet family and look through the genealogical information that
has been gathered through the years. Learn about ancestors and other cousins and add to the
family stories.
Our Saturday morning meeting at 10:00 a.m. will be the Association Business meeting.
After the business portion, we will hear from our speaker, Jackson Tuttle.
Our lunch will be served in the same place. After lunch we can venture into the Historic area
of Colonial Williamsburg. We plan to tour the Wren Building on the Campus of William and
Mary College. It is the oldest academic structure in continuous use in America.
A few blocks down Duke of Gloucester Street, through Merchant Square, is Bruton Parish
Church, established in 1674 from 2 previous parishes and an active parish congregation today.
You will see here how the early colonists worshiped. Docents will give a tour with a history
of the building, its uses and importance to the early colony .
While in the area, you may wish to continue to explore the Historic area. Colonial Williamsburg has become the Revolutionary City, the period between 1779-1781. As you walk
through the area, you may meet citizens, merchants, crafts people, servants and slaves who
will tell you about their life. There are also art museums, outdoor activities, nightlife, and
shopping from the Merchant Square to outlet malls or the Williamsburg Winery. Some buildings in the Historic area require a pass, which can be purchased at the Visitors Center or
online before coming.
Other opportunities in the area include Busch Gardens, the recently opened American Revolution Museum at Yorktown, Sightseeing Cruises on the York River, Historic Yorktown and
the National Park Service area which include the Battlefield tour. The third portion of the Historic Triangle is Jamestown with Historic Jamestown, site of the earliest fort settlement and an
Archaearium and ongoing archeological dig, or Jamestown Settlement. Nearby there are the
James River Plantations, one is the site of the (REAL) first Thanksgiving, and other firsts.
I do look forward to meeting more of you in person at this reunion as we learn more about
George Eskridge and his role in the early history of Williamsburg .
Coa. Carolyn Knight

Remember to keep your information up-to-date. Please send changes or
corrections of personal information of family lineage to:

Carolyn Knight
152 Pine Creek Drive
Hampton VA 23669-1244
E-mail: crknight@cox.net
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from your treasurer
The address label on your newsletter includes a date such as 12/31/2017 This is the date
your dues have been paid through. Dues are paid for an entire calendar year from January to December. If your label does not have a date included then dues have not been
received in recent years. Associations receiving the newsletter will have an “A” on their
address label. If you have any questions about your dues contact the EFA Treasurer:
Fran Markowski Eskridge Family Association PO Box 102 Ocean View, DE 19970
Email: frand412@gmail.com
There are 2 changes on the membership renewal form. One, questions if you would prefer to
receive the newsletter thru e mail. Two, Research donations now include English or US research

REUNION HEADQUARTERS 2017
Fairfield Inn and Suites
1402 Richmond Rd
Williamsburg VA 23185
Tel 757-645-3600 and mention special rates for
EFA
Special Eskridge Family Association rates are: $99 per night BUT YOU MUST RESERVE
BEFORE AUGUST 29 TO GET THIIS RATE !!!!!!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 29th
7:00 to 9 PM — gather in the meeting room for snacks and drinks — examine the family books
Meet your cousins
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30TH
9:30 am to 10:30 am Business meeting at the Fairfield Inn
10:30am — Program — Jackson ‘Jack” Tuttle — retired City Manager for the City of
Williamsburg will talk to us about the early days of Williamsburg. At the time when Col George
roamed the streets of town.
11:30 am ish — box lunch served at the hotel
1:30 pm — Tour of the Wren Building at William and Mary followed by a tour of Bruton
Parish Church — both of these are free
6:00 pm — dinner at Sal’s by Victor a great local restaurant
After dinner, you may use the meeting room at the hotel for gathering or looking at books until 10
SUNDAY OCTOBER 2nd
On your own — may want to attend church services at Yeocomico and see where the Col lived

P a g e

3

E s k r i dg e

F a m i l y

N e w s

NEW MEMBERS
DEATHS
Margaret Eleanor Eskridge — 27 May 2015
— spouse — widow of James Robert “Bob”
8 Eskridge — Rich 3

Donn 11 Eskridge — Robert L 10
Elzie Lee 9 Clive 8 Robt L 7
Chris L 6 John W 5 Geo 4 Geo 3
Geo 2 Geo 1

John Otto “Jack” Hankammer — 26 November 2014 — husband of John Veatch 8 Hankammer and father of Judith 9; Jennifer 9
and john 9 Hankammer — John 3

Jill 9 Price — Mary Ann 8 Howell
7 Alf 6 Alf 5 Wm 4 Chas 3 Sam 2
Geo 1

Victor Paris 9 Eskridge — 16 November
2013 husband of Wilma Eskridge and father
of Cindy, Kent, Susie, Deborah & Rebecca
— Geo 3 Geo 2

Paul 10 Parish — Jerry 9 Leah 8
David 7 Oliver N 6 Hamb 5 Rich 4
Rich 3 Sam 2 Geo 1
John 10 Michael Braund — John
C 9 Mabel 8 Wm 7 Varina t Eliz 5
Burd 4 John 3 Sam 2 Geo 1

RICHARD S COINER
BREWSTER ESKRIDGE
M/M E STAN ESKRIDGE JR
M/M HARRY A ESKRIDGE
M/M JOSEPH D ESKRIDGE JR
VIRGINIA T HAGEN
DONNA MULLER
DR RANDI VERETT
DENA WARTH
M/M ROBERT L ESKRIDGE

$35
honoring Elizabeth H Coiner
$10
English research
$600 research fund
$10
research
$55
$15
$10
$100
$5
$30 research
$30 website
$10

YOUR DONATIONS ARE MUCH APPRECIATED — IT HELPS US DO EFA’S
WORK
WE TRY TO BE GOOD STEWARDS OF EFA’S MONEY
REMEMBER DONATIONS TO EFA ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE!
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
The sir Christopher Wren
Building at William & Mary
The Sitr Christopher Wren Buileing is the oldest college building in the United States and the oldest of
the restored public buildings in Williamsburg. It was constructed between 1695 and 1699, before the city
was founded, when the capital of the colony of Virginia was still located at Jamestown, and the tract of
land that was to become Williamsburg was populated by simple timber buildings and known as "Middle
Plantation."

Chartered on February 8, 1693, by King William III and Queen Mary II of England, the new college was
to consist of three schools: a classical grammar school in which boys about twelve to fifteen years of age
could prepare for college; the philosophy school (the collegiate curriculum); and the divinity school,
where young men who had completed their studies in the philosophy school would be prepared for ordination in the Church of England.
During the colonial period, the Wren Building accommodated all the activities of the college. It
housed students and contained classrooms, a library, a refectory, a faculty room, as well as living
quarters for the president and masters. Today, as the Wren Building enters its fourth century, it continues in use as an academic building with faculty offices on the third floor and classrooms throughout the building.
Info from William & Mary website

Harry Edsel Smith of Albany NY — born 1903; died
1942. Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the car was
on the way down. It was.
In a Thurmont, Maryland cemetery. Here lies an Atheist, all dressed up and no place to go
In a Ruidoso, New Mexico cemetery: Here lies Johnny
Yeast. Pardon him for not rising
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B R U T O N PA R I S H C H U R C H
F O R M E D 18 74
Bruton Parish Church was formed in 1674.
Several smaller churches combined to make
the new church.
The first rector was the Rev Rowland Jones
who served from 1674 to 1685. An interesting
fact is that he was the great grandfather of
Martha Washington
While we have never seen anything that would
indicate that the Colonel attended services at
the church, it doesn’t take much of an imagination to assume he did.
In the 1690’s, things began to change rapidly
for the parish. The College of William and Mary was formed in 1693. In 1699, the General
Assembly voted to move the capital of the Colony from Jamestown 5 wiles inland to Williamsburg. The city of Williamsburg was laid out as one of America’s first planned ccities under
Gov. Francis Nicholson.
In Colonial Virginia, church and state were part and parcel together. Government officials
were required to be a part of the Anglican church, so Bruton Parish Church took on increased
importance. Not only would government officials have attended services in the Church, but
the church building was used by the House of Burgesses and the South Gallery of the church is
known to have been used by Speakers of the House.
In 1706, the Vestry discussed increasing the size of the church. And 4 years later, the General
Assembly voted to pay for pews for the governor, the council and the burgesses. The new
additions were completed in 1715 and the church had all the trappings of the “state church”
The church soon had all the required furnishings: Bible, prayer books, altar, font, cushings,
surplice.
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THE CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION
“The Chesapeake Bay Foundation is saving the Bay through education, advocacy , litigation, and restoration. ‘” The foundation is a non-profit organization
that was founded in 1967 with headquarters in Annapolis MD. The CBF offers educational programs to school kids where they can learn the fragile nature of the area’s
eco-system. And the extent of it’s watershead that in many cases extends to the suburban areas surrounding the bay. The CBF also lobbies legislative bodies to pass regulations that will be beneficial to the bay.
In addition to education and advocacy, the CBF also works to make the bay cleaner through legislation and
restoration. Their mission is to restore the bay to balance through environmental programs such as planting
trees and other greenery and to restore oyster populations. In litigation, the CBF makes it their mission to
hold environmentally negligent companies and organizations accountable for their actions.
BET YOU DIDN’T KNOW

1.) The bay holds 18 trillion gallons of water. That is enough water to fill 50 billion bathtubs to the brim
2.) Only about 1/2 the water in the bay comes from the ocean, the rest comes from the 64,000 square mile
water shead that extends 524 miles from Cooperstown NY to Norfolk VA.
3. Roughly 51 billion gallons of water enter the bay each day from the 100,000 rivers, creeks and streams t
hat flow into it.
3. a person 6 feet tall could wade through 700,000 acres of the bay without becoming submerged. The deepest part of the bay is called “The Hole” and is more than 170 feet deep.
4. Most sewer drains don’t go to the sewer plant,. Polluted water from runoffs flows directly into the local
waters and ultimately into the bay. Your crabcake used to swim through it.
5. The Bay’s fishing industry used to harvest tens of millions of bushels of oysters each year. Today,
Harvests have fallen to less than 1 percent of historic levels.
6. Eighteen million people live, work and play in the area covered by the Chesapeake Bay watershed. Every
single person can have an impact on the Bay
Source: Chesapeake Bay Foundation.
The Chesapeake Bay has supported our family for generations. The bay is important to us and we support the
work of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation through annual contributions to their work.

TANGIER ISLAND — A FOLLOW UP
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Tangier Island was in the news this summer and we thought it was a good time to do a follow up article.
Tangier Island is an approximate 1.2 square mile island in the middle of the Chesapeake Bay. Eskridges first
came to Tangier shortly after the Civil War when Maria Elkins Eskridge — widow of Benjamin Wilkerson 5
Eskridge (Thos S 4 John 3 Sam 2 Geo 1) — came to the island with her children.
Why was Tangier in the news? Because since 1850, 2/3 of the land mass has disappeared including at least 1
cemetery with some of our ancestors. In the last 400 years, 500 islands have disappeared from the Bay — 40
of which were inhabited. Experts say the future looks bleak for Tangier and that in the next 50 years it may
not be inhabitable at all.
This summer we saw headlines like:
“Should the United States Save Tangier Island From Oblivion? — It’s the kind of choice that climate change
will be forcing over and over.” — NY Times
“Mayor of Disappearing Island: We just need help to come now” — CBS News
“Trump tells mayor of island not to worry about sea-level rise” — The (Salisbury MD) Dauiily Times
The island needs help to build an infrastructure to protect it from eerosion. The US Army Corps of Engineers
is working on the design for the project. We support the project and encourage all Eskridges to contact their
representatives and senators to support it. It will help preserve an important part of our history.

PART OF OUR REUNION THEME THIS YEAR IS TO EXAMINE
WILLIAMSBURG WHEN IT BECAME THE CAPITOL OF VIRGINIA
BECAUSE THIS IS THE TIME WHEN COL. GEORGE WAS SERVING IN
THE HOUSE OF BURGESSES. —
On November 26, 1705 the House ordered that Mr. Robert Beverley and others including Mr.
George Eskridge carry to ye Council a bill passed by the House and obtain “Their honours concurrence thereto.”13 On May 25, 1706, the House passed a bill “That the bricks of the old State house
at James Town be appropriated to the use of James City for the building of a court house in the
said County and that no person to make use of the said bricks, on any other account whatsoever.”
Again it was ordered that Mr. Robert Beverley and Mr. George Eskridge with others carry a copy
of this bill to the council, represent their views and desire their concurrence thereto.14 On May 28,
1706, George Eskridge and Robert Beverley carried to the Council a bill for “making, clearing and
repairing the highways and for clearing the rivers and creeks.”15
13
14
15

Journals of the House of Burgesses, November 26, 1705, p. 171
Ibid., May 25, 1706, p. 204
Ibid., May 28, 1706, p. 206

2017 EFA REUNION

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND THE 2017 REUNION
SEPTEMBER 29th — OCTOBER 1st
FAIRFIELD INN AND SUITES
1402 RICHMOND ROAD
WILLIAMSBURG VA 23185
757-645-3600
SPECIAL RATES IF YOU RESERVE BY AUGUST 29TH!!

Eskridge Family Association
Carolyn Knight, President
152 Pine Creek Drive
Hampton VA 23669-1244
E Mail: crknight@cox.net

Your Living History...

