
 

Dear EFA Cousins and friends, 

 

It has been a long and trying year.  I hope you and your family are doing well.  We have heard 

of some relatives who have had the virus.  We have heard of some family members who did 

not make it.  Our hearts and prayers go out to all of you.   

  

We are going ahead with plans for our annual Eskridge reunion in hopes that the Coronavirus  

continues to abate.  We were so very pleased when Coz Betty Brown let us know that she had 

obtained the Guest Houses at Stratford Plantation for us!  Those plans are still in place, but we 

had to move the reunion to the second weekend in October for this year ONLY.  One of our 

most enjoyable reunions was held there several years ago. 

  

It is a beautiful and private location and we will have it all to ourselves.  There is a beautiful 

and spacious great room and a large deck, if the weather will cooperate. 

 

We would encourage all who are planning to attend to get your vaccines.  We will follow the 

health and safety guidelines in place for the CDC and the State of Virginia at the time of the 

meeting.  

  

I hope we will be able to look forward to a time of gathering, sharing our families’ stories, 

adding to the rich history we have built to this time. The genealogical research done by many 

of you and others has helped the collection of information grow. Many of our members have 

contacted us with details of their extended families. It is valuable information to the whole 

story and also brings out more facts that may be of interest to other members. More infor-

mation about the reunion will be in the next Newsletter.   

 

Make your plans to join us in October.    We’ll have a grand time !! 

 

  

     Sincerely, 

    Carolyn 

     Carolyn Knight 

     President 

  

 

Remember to keep your 

information up-to-date. 

Please send changes or 

corrections of personal 

information of family line-

age to: 

Carolyn Knight 

7 Quarry Circle 

Hampton, VA 23669-1374 

E-mail: crknight@cox.net 

L e t t e r  f r o m  o u r  P r e s i d e n t  

S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  
O F  I N T E R E S T :  

• The 2021 Annual Meeting  

will be held the weekend of 

October 8-10 in  beautiful  

Westmoreland  County VA 

• If you have not paid your 

membership dues, please 

send the $15 payment to: 

            Ann Campbell 

            2311 Dolfield Dr 

            Richmond VA 23235 

• Children, grandchildren, 

births, marriages, divorces, 

deaths—we would love to 

have your latest infor-

mation to include in the 

Historical Archives. 
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7 Quarry Circle  

Hampton, VA 23669-1374 



 

In 2020 we welcomed 8 new EFA members and their families!  Have you thought about giving 

an EFA membership as a gift or making a donation in honor or memory of a loved one? Dona-

tions fund our vital genealogical research & special projects such as the “Eskridge Oak” pro-

tection fund as featured in the March 2019 newsletter. 

The revised registration form includes our e-mail, website address and social media accounts.  

We are trying to beef up our social presence as well as exploring a platform for members to  

pay online.  Your membership expiration date is on your mail label.  If no date appears, we 

would be grateful if you would begin paying  your family dues in 2021 

QUESTIONS?  ANN CAMPBELL:   eskridgefamilyassociation@gmail.com  or 804-272-6543  

Hope to see you at Stratford in October!! 

 

f r o m  y o u r  t r e a s u r e r  
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 TREASURER’S REPORT 2020 

The complete Treasurer’s Report for 2020 has been approved by your officers under our bylaws. 

Due to illness at time of publication,  the summary version was not available.    It will be in the next 

newsletter.  

MINUTES OF THE 2020 REUNION 

 

Minutes of the virtual meeting have been posted to the EFA website 

It’s reunion time !!! — save the date 

 

Our reunion will be at Stratford Plantation in beautiful and historic West-

moreland Co VA this year October 8, 9 & 10.  We will actually be staying on 

the grounds of the plantation in beautiful guest houses.  Make your reserva-

tions by calling the plantation directly 804-493-1967 (Leslie) or e mailing 

reservations@stratfordhall.org.  Rooms are $135 for a king or 2 twins — 

price includes tax and continental breakfast.  Full details in the next news-

letter.  

THIS IS A MARVELOUS EXPERIENCE!!  COME JOIN US AND GET TO KNOW 

YOUR ESKRIDGE COUSINS BETTER! 
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NEW MEMBERS 

 

Louise Nottingham — Sarah Eskridge 

Carr  

 

Mitchell Eskridge Jr — Geo 3 

 

Marvin Thomas 

 

Linda Hess 

 

Aaron Ayers  — Eliz 3, Marg 2 

 

REMEMBER! DONATIONS TO EFA ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
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DEATHS 

 

None reported to EFA during 2020 

 

Please let us know of family deaths.  

LOUISE NOTTINGHAM $60  

SHARON DOYLE $25  

DOUGLAS ESKRIDGE $50 

$30 

History Fund 

Website 

CHARLES D ESKRIDGE $40  

SUE HARRAL $100 In memory of Louie Eskridge 

Ragland Turnipseed 

DONNA MILLER $10  

ANN G. CAMPBELL  $50 In honor of Harry & Cyndee 

Eskridge 

PHILIP  MORGAN $10  

BETH ZEISS $35 History Fund, Website  

LUCY M. HEADLEY $100 In memory of Robert Bruce 

Massey 

JOSEPH M ESKRIDGE II $40 

$30 

History Fund 

Website 

CAROLYN E WARREN $85 In memory of Dr. Marshall 

Eskridge 

KATHERINE WEBER-WOLF $100 History fund in memory of Hi-

ram E Weber 

BARBARA LIND $50 In memory of Ira E Eskridge 

JANICE SPANGLER  $15 In memoryE Stan Eskridge Sr 

BETTY THOMPSON $15  

 

PRESENT DAY WESTMORELAND COUNTY VA 
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RUTH BROWNLEY AND SANDY POINT  

 

 

Ruth Ellen “Sally” Harvey Brownley, 96, long time owner of Sandy Point died 9 January 2020 at Poor Jack 

Farm near Montross VA.  She was always a friend to  Eskridges who dropped by for a visit even though  her 

family was not descended from the Colonel .  She was the daughter of Joseph William Harvey and Ruth Har-

vey Atwill.  She served as a Public Health Nurse with the Westmoreland County Health Department and with 

the Department of Corrections at Haynesville Correctional Center.   

 

“She was a member of Cople Episcopal Parish and dedicated her life to helping others in the community and 

taking care of her family.  Sally loved people — talking, laughing, and socializing with people was her favorite 

hobby.  She was predeceased by her husband Eldred Bradford Brownley, 3 brothers and 1 sister.  

 

“She is survived by her son, Lynn Curtis Brownley of Sandy Point; two grandchildren, Curtis Lynn Brownley 

(Misha) of Locust Grove and Tiffany Kay Atwill Brownley Hennage (Chuck) of Poor Jack Farm, Montross; 

six great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and daughter-in-law, Brenda K Brownley, who faithfully served 

as her primary caregiver in the final months of her life. “  — Published in Northern Neck Group from Jan 14 

to Jan 23, 2020.   

 

She was also known as the Mayor of Sandy Point.  She was one of the few surviving member of  WAC 

(Womens’s Army Corps) from World War II.   

Mr. and Mrs. Coble, undated. Photo courtesy of John David 

Murray, great grandson of Elise and John, who shared the pho-

to on Ancestry.com 

 

The ill-fated "Coble Mansion" on Pole Creek, Half Moon 

Ranch, in (then) Fremont County, Wyoming.  Still under 

construction — about 1907  Family photo 

 
With Mrs Brownley’s passing, the family has decided to sell  the 

house.  It was built in 1850 on what is  believed to be the foundation 

of Colonel George’s house that had burned.  The picture at left 

comes from the Zillow listing.   

 

Asking price April 2021 is  $250,000.   

 

For info:   https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/42-Sandy-Point-Rd-

Kinsale-VA-22488/234144750_zpid/ 

 

Thanks to Coz. Darrow 10 Boggiano  for the head’s up on this  
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 For many years, I have wondered why EFA didn’t have more information or any identifiable pic-

tures of one of our founders — Elise Towson 7 Coble.  In the course of doing some work on the  

Rebecca 3 line, I came across Coz Renee 9 Davis.  Coz. Renee has more information about Mrs  

Coble in her little finger than the association has.  While Renee is not a descendent of Mrs Coble, 

they are close cousins.  I asked  Renee to do an article for our newsletter.  What is below is the 

“Reader’s Digest Version”. The entire article with photos is posted on the Website and added to the 

Rebecca 3 “book”.  Hope you enjoy this story of a very unique lady!  —  Thanks!! Coz. Renee!! 

 

Elise Towson Coble: The Life and Times of a Virginia Belle in Wyoming 

by Renee 9 Davis (Kath M 8 Berth 7 Josh C 6 Mar 5 Carol 4 Reb 3 Sam 2 Geo 1)  

 

 I first "met" Elise Virginia Towson Coble 7 (Eliz V 6 Mar 5 Carol 4 Reb 3 Sam 2 Geo 1) in a 

few fuzzy family photos, scattered among dozens of others, in a box that was left by my mother. One 

photo, printed on a postcard, had notes written on the back at different times and in four different 

hands:  "Mama, Elise, Catherine and myself;" "taken at their ranch home near Laramie, Wyoming;" 

"for Bertha" (Bertha Lee 7 Fletcher Longerbeam, my maternal grandmother); and finally, in my moth-

er's handwriting, "The older lady is the sister of Joshua Clay 6 Fletcher."  

 Long before I had any inkling that Elise was a founder of the Eskridge Family Association, the 

photos made me wonder why she and her family, with their deep Virginia roots, had picked up and 

moved to Wyoming at the end of the nineteenth century.  Thanks to the wonderful collection of digit-

ized historical newspapers available online from the Wyoming State Archives, I was able to trace 

events in Elise's life to a degree that puts Facebook to shame.   

 Elise Virginia Towson was born April 27, 1874 in Upperville, Fauquier County, Virginia.  She 

was the sixth of nine children born to James Edward Towson, Jr. (1833-1893) and Eliza Virginia 

"Lizzie" Fletcher (1839-1924).  Elise's older siblings were Charles Edward "Eddie" (1859-1933), Hel-

en Marion (1862-1937), James Fletcher (1864-1917), Allen Stigler (1866-1908), and Percy Henning 

(1870-1939) Towson.  Her younger siblings were Thomas Norman (1876-1940), Alexander Ray (1877

-1949), and Carrie Lee (1887-1945) Towson.  

 Two of Elise's older brothers, Eddie and James first made the move from Virginia to the Wyo-

ming Territory around 1879.  James was only 15, but he had such an intense desire to move west that 

he was allowed to accompany his older brother to Laramie.  After just a few months Eddie moved on 

to California, but James remained in Wyoming.  Over the next fifteen years James moved several times 

between Laramie and Cheyenne, working in meat and grocery markets in both cities.  By 1896 he had 

purchased his own market in Laramie.  Once he had secured a good livelihood, James convinced Percy 

and Norman to come to Wyoming, and later on they were joined by Ray.  

 Wyoming achieved statehood in 1890, and in 1892 Elise decided to join her brothers and expe-

rience the place for herself.  Leaving Upperville VA for a brief visit to Washington, DC where her sis-

ter Helen worked at the Government Printing Office, Elise then headed west.  By 1893 she was a stu-

dent--or at least was affiliated with--the University of Wyoming, writing an essay on "Camp Meeting 

in the Old Dominion" for the University's Lowell Society and attending University parties.  

  But Elise was not yet in Wyoming for good.  Her father died in October 1893 in Virginia, and 

Elise returned east, as did Percy and Ray.  Helen and Allen were living and working in Washington, 

DC (although Allen was to move shortly to New York), and Percy and Ray got jobs in DC as well.  

Judging by the fact that she had an oil painting in a show at Georgetown Academy in 1895, Elise may 

initially have settled in DC.  However, she was also listed as a student for 1895-96 at Randolph-Macon 

Woman's College in Lynchburg, Virginia, and was likely there for other terms as well.   

FROM THE ARCHIVES  
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From the Archives — cont.  

 

 
  In 1900, Elise decided to go once again to Wyoming, this time with Lizzie, Helen and Carrie.  

The Laramie newspapers describe them in June as arriving to stay for the summer, and in July as "taking 

up residence," suggesting that Lizzie was not initially committed to staying in Wyoming. But stay they 

did.  Elise, then 26 years old, immediately re-established herself with the University of Wyoming, writing 

an article called "Arlington" for the commencement issue of the student newspaper.  Over the next few 

years she was socially active at the University and in Laramie, attending numerous card parties (euchre 

and whist were popular pastimes of the day), dances, and weddings.  She even took up golf and played in 

several tournaments.  She had an important mentor and golf colleague at the University of Wyoming in 

Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard.  Besides teaching at the University, Dr. Hebard was secretary of the board 

of regents and University librarian.  Among her many accomplishments over the years, Hebard was the 

first woman to pass the bar exam in Wyoming; a suffragist; a noted historian and expert on the trails of 

Wyoming; an author of books on Wyoming; instrumental in founding the Laramie chapter of the DAR, 

the first chapter in the state; and a member of the Colonial Dames and numerous other lineage societies.  

Elise was undoubtedly already familiar with her own lineage, but it is not a stretch to believe that Dr. He-

bard was a lifelong influence on Elise's interest in genealogy, as well as history and politics.   

 Beginning in June 1902, Elise held teaching positions at small schoolhouses near the settlements 

of Bosler and Lookout.  There were a number of large ranches along the Laramie River north of Laramie, 

and along the Chugwater River north of Cheyenne.  Because the population was so spread out, children 

attended small schools situated on ranches, each school needing its own "school-ma'am."  In 1903 Elise 

was listed as a "special student" at the University but was also teaching school near Lookout.  It was in 

conjunction with her teaching duties that she met her future husband, John C. Coble, a Wyoming pioneer 

from Pennsylvania and a larger-than-life cattle ranch manager, who also happened to be on the board of 

directors for the school district where Elise was teaching.  

 Much has been written about John C. Coble and his possible involvement in the 1901 murder of a 

sheep rancher's son, Willie Nickell, that murder being attributed to the notorious "cattle detective" and 

gun-for-hire Tom Horn.  Whether or not Coble paid Horn to commit the murder, he was certainly a friend 

to Horn, and out of friendship or guilt he drained his considerable wealth in order to hire lawyers for 

Horn's defense. That defense was to no avail. Horn was hanged in November 1903, leaving Coble physi-

cally and emotionally ill and his finances depleted.  

 Beginning in late February 1904, newspapers in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, Washington, DC and 

Denver reported (and hustled to confirm) that invitations had gone out from Lizzie for the Coble-Towson 

wedding to be held in Laramie on March 9.  Wyoming papers got the news third-hand by way of the Den-

ver paper.  Meanwhile, Coble turned up in New York City.  In its February 27 issue, the New York Dra-

matic Mirror reported that a party of Wyoming cowboys including Coble had attended a performance of 

Owen Wister's "The Virginian" at the Manhattan Theater.  Since Elise was in New York at the same time, 

I wonder whether she was in the audience as well! 

 Both Elise and Coble made it back to Laramie with mere days to spare before their wedding.  The 

elaborate ceremony, touted as "the leading event in Laramie society circles for the season," was held on 

March 9, 1904 in St. Matthew's Cathedral in Laramie. By late March the newlyweds had traveled through

-out New Mexico and Old Mexico. Elise enjoyed the cliff dwellings and remains of mound builders in 

New Mexico, and she and John both appreciated the natural beauty and vegetation of Mexico.   

 John Coble bought the former Fisher ranch on Pole Creek, situated about halfway between 

Pinedale and Boulder in what was then part of Fremont county, but is now in Sublette County.  The ranch 

location was best described as "miles from anywhere."  
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Coble initiated the construction of a fine new ranch house.  Lumber, stones and hardware were hauled in. 

In August 1906 the Cobles begin moving themselves, baby Elise, and their household possessions to the 

new ranch, bringing Carrie and Norman along for a visit.  A large stone, "comprised of boulders in a solid 

mass" and thought to be a  meteorite, was used as the cornerstone of the new house.  Construction on the 

house was hampered by the scarcity of help and materials.  The ranch was distant from the railroad.  Plas-

ter and hardwood were especially hard to come by because they were luxuries in that part of the country.  

It was a beautiful home!  

 In 1908, Coble took on partners to organize and incorporate the Half Moon Ranch Company, with 

capital of $200,000 and Coble as the resident manager.  Cattle and horses were brought in and ranching 

operations began in earnest.   Elise gave birth to baby Hettie in January 1909 and baby Eliza Virginia 

(called Virginia) in April 1910.  Elise's mother Lizzie and sister Helen both came to stay at the ranch for 

extended periods of time to help out. 

 But at the end of March 1911, the fine ranch house was suddenly no more, engulfed and totally de-

stroyed by a fire. The fire occurred on a day with high wind, and the Pinedale Roundup guessed that the 

fire might have originated from a crack in the chimney created by the wind.  Coble was away from home 

in Pinedale, but Elise was able to get herself and the children out and to save a few trunks of apparel and a 

chest of silverware.  Everything else of and in the house was a total loss, estimated at $10,000, still under 

mortgage (per the 1910 census) and insured only partially, if at all.  Following a christening ceremony for 

baby Virginia in January 1912, Elise and the children, accompanied by Percy, departed Laramie to join 

Coble in California. In December 1912, Elise bore her fifth child, John C. Coble, Jr., while still in San 

Francisco.  

 By May 1, 1913 Coble, and presumably the whole family, had moved to Nevada where he had tak-

en a job as supervisor of the immense Dunphy ranch. In August 1914, the Cobles' Half Moon Ranch was 

sold by the First National Bank of Cheyenne to a John Hughes, and Hughes lost little time awarding a con-

tract to build a new house there.  

 It was all too much for Coble.  Depressed, financially strapped and rumored to have been gambling 

and drinking, just after midnight on Dec. 3, 1914 he entered a hotel in Elko, Nevada, wrote a short note to 

Elise saying "Believe me, I am yours till the end," and committed suicide with a gun. Newspaper reports 

of Coble's funeral included the news that Elise had already decided to make her home in Cheyenne.  Some 

old cattlemen friends of Coble's, displaying the same generous spirit as the Elks lodge that took care of 

Coble's funeral, now pulled strings to obtain a job for Elise at the State Board of Livestock Commission-

ers, thus assuring her of an income. Whatever happened around 1933 that caused Elise to leave her posi-

tion at the livestock commission, it must have been about then that she finally found time to pursue her 

genealogical interests. She also had some funds to pursue those interests, for she won a $9000 judgment in 

a lawsuit she had filed against the Denver Post for violating a copyright of Tom Horn’s book (owned by 

Elise by this time).   

  In September 1936, having returned to Cheyenne, Elise wrote a letter to the Northern Neck News 

praising a 1934 book by H. Ragland Eubank called Touring Historyland: The Authentic Guidebook of the 

Historic Northern Neck of Virginia.  Reading this book may have been the impetus for Elise to delve more 

deeply into her lineage and to conceive the idea of the Eskridge Family Association.  In her letter to the 

newspaper, she called the book a "storehouse of valuable colonial history." She went on to say that she 

was  
 . . . mentioning [the book] in the hundreds of letters I am sending out concerning the dedication of an oak tree from my 

first American ancestor's estate 'Sandy Point,' Westmoreland County, Va. to the grave of Mary Ball Washington.  Col. George 

Eskridge, who was Mary Ball's guardian during her girlhood . . . made the match between his ward and his close neighbor and 

friend, Augustine Washington. . . I thought how appropriate it would be for her last resting place to be sheltered by a sturdy oak 

from her guardian's [estate] . . . I may want to put a write-up in your paper some time after the first of the year concerning the 

dedication in April 1937 of this memorial tree.  I want as many descendants to meet us in Fredericksburg [Virginia] at that time 

as are able to come.   

 Elise was in San Antonio, Texas, living with daughter Virginia and her family, when her time came 

Oct. 26, 1949. Her body was sent to Cheyenne WY for services and burial.   



Eskridge Family 

Association 

Carolyn Knight 

7 Quarry Circle 

Hampton, VA 23669-1374 

E Mail: crknight@cox.net 

 

 

Your Living History... 

 

MAKE YOUR  PLANS TO ATTEND THE 2021 REUNION 

OCTOBER  8, 9 and 10 

THE GREAT HOUSE @ STRATFORD HALL PLANTATION 

 483 GREAT HOUSE ROAD 

STRATFORD VIRGINIA 22558 

804-493-1967 (Leslie)  or reservations@stratfordhall.org 

PLEASE BOOK BY  SEPTEMBER 18TH  

2021 EFA REUNION 


